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25 


7 


Both claims are same 
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Both claims are same 
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In re PATENT APPLICATION of 
Inventor: Hiroaki NAKAZAWA 
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Title: ADDRESS QUERY RESPONSE METHOD, PROGRAM, AND APPARATUS, AND 
ADDRESS NOTIFICATION METHOD, PROGRAM, AND APPARATUS 

VERIFIED TRANSLATION OF DOCUMENTS CONCERNING JAPANESE PATENT APPLICATION 

The undersigned, of the below address, hereby certifies that he/she well knows both the 
English and Japanese Languages, and that the attached are accurate translations of the documents 
listed below concerning Japanese Patent Application No. 2003-012283: 
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Argument 

Amendments 

Final Claims 

Signed this 16th day of February , 2007 



Name: Tomoko KAGA 
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356-0020 Japan 
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Japanese Patent No. 3703457 

[Claims] 
[Claim 1] 

An address notification method comprising, upon 
receiving a query about an address of a first apparatus from 
a second apparatus, sending a query about the address of the 
first apparatus to a third apparatus, and notifying the 
second apparatus of the address of the first apparatus 
obtained from the third apparatus, 

wherein the second apparatus is notified of, as an 
expiration time of the address of the first apparatus, an 
expiration time shorter than the expiration time of the 
address of the first apparatus that is obtained from the 
third apparatus together with the address of the first 
apparatus . 
[Claim 2] 

The address notification method according to Claim 1, 
further comprising a test step of conducting a connection 
test with the first apparatus using the address of the first 
apparatus, 

wherein before a result of the connection test in the 
test step has been obtained, the second apparatus is 
notified of, as the expiration time of the address of the 
first apparatus, the expiration time shorter than the 
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expiration time of the address of the first apparatus 
obtained from the third apparatus. 
[Claim 3] 

The address notification method according to Claim 2, 
wherein in the test step, a connection test with the first 
apparatus is conducted using a protocol corresponding to the 
address of the first apparatus. 
[Claim 4] 

An address notification program comprising, upon 
receiving a query about an address of a first apparatus from 
a second apparatus, sending a query about the address of the 
first apparatus to a third apparatus, and notifying the 
second apparatus of the address of the first apparatus 
obtained from the third apparatus, 

wherein the second apparatus is notified of, as an 
expiration time of the address of the first apparatus, an 
expiration time shorter than the expiration time of the 
address of the first apparatus that is obtained from the 
third apparatus together with the address of the first 
apparatus . 
[Claim 5] 

The address notification program according to Claim 4, 
further comprising a test step of conducting a connection 
test with the first apparatus using the address of the first 
apparatus, 
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wherein before a result of the connection test in the 
test step has been obtained, the second apparatus is 
notified of, as the expiration time of the address of the 
first apparatus, the expiration time shorter than the 
expiration time of the address of the first apparatus 
obtained from the third apparatus. 
[Claim 6] 

The address notification program according to Claim 5, 
wherein in the test step, a connection test with the first 
apparatus is conducted using a protocol corresponding to the 
address of the first apparatus. 
[Claim 7] 

An address notification apparatus comprising: 
connecting means for connecting a network; and 
notifying means for notifying a second apparatus of an 
address of a first apparatus upon reception of a query about 
the address of the first apparatus from the second apparatus 
via the network connected by the connecting means, 

wherein the notifying means sends a query about the 
address of the first apparatus to a third apparatus, and 
notifies the second apparatus of, as an expiration time of 
the address of the first apparatus, an expiration time 
shorter than the expiration time of the address of the first 
apparatus that is obtained from the third apparatus together 
with the address of the first apparatus. 
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[Claim 8] 

The address notification apparatus according to Claim 7, 
wherein the notifying means conducts a connection test with 
the first apparatus using the address of the first apparatus 
and 

before a result of the connection test has been 
obtained, the notifying means notifies the second apparatus 
of, as the expiration time of the address of the first 
apparatus, the expiration time shorter than the expiration 
time of the address of the first apparatus obtained from the 
third apparatus. 
[Claim 9] 

The address notification apparatus according to Claim 8, 
wherein the notifying means conducts a connection test with 
the first apparatus using a protocol corresponding to the 
address of the first apparatus. 
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[Name of Document] 
[Date of Submission] 
[Addressee] 



Amendment 
October 8, 2003 

Commissioner of the Patent Office 



[Description of the Case] 

[Application No.] Patent Application No. 2003-12283 

[Person Submitting the Amendment] 



[Id. No.] 
[Address] 

[Name] 

[Representative] 
[Phone No. ] 
[Agent] 
[Id. No.] 
[Address] 



000001007 

30-2, Shimomaruko 3-chome, Ohta-ku, 
Tokyo 

CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA 
Fujio MITARAI 
03-3758-2111 



Keizo NISHIYAMA 
03-3758-2111 



100090538 

c/o CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA, 30-2, 
Shimomaruko 3-chome, Ohta-ku, Tokyo 

[Patent Attorney] 

[Name] 

[Phone No . ] 
[Amendment 1] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 

[Name of Item to be Amended) Claims 

[Manner of Amendment] Change 

[Content of Amendment] 
[Claims] 
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[Claim 1] A response method to' a query about an 
address, comprising: 

a test step of conducting a connection test with a 
first apparatus using an address of the first apparatus; and 

a response step of returning a message indicating that 
the address of the first apparatus is not available in 
response to a query about the address of the first apparatus 
from a second apparatus when the connection test in the test 
step has failed. 

[Claim 2 J The response method according to Claim 1, 
wherein in the test step, a connection test with the first 
apparatus is conducted using a protocol corresponding to the 
address of the first apparatus. 

[Claim 3] An address notification method comprising, 
upon receiving a query about an address of a first apparatus 
from a second apparatus, sending a query about the address 
of the first apparatus to a third apparatus, and notifying 
the second apparatus of the address of the first apparatus 
obtained from the third apparatus, 

wherein the second apparatus is notified of, as an 
expiration time of the address of the first apparatus, an 
expiration time shorter than the expiration time of the 
address of the first apparatus that is obtained from the 
third apparatus together with the address of the first 
apparatus . 
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[Claim 4] A response program to a query about an 
address, comprising : 

a test step of conducting a connection test with a 
first apparatus using an address of the first apparatus; and 

a response step of returning a message indicating that 
the address of the first apparatus is not available in 
response to a query about the address of the first apparatus 
from a second apparatus when the connection test in the test 
step has failed. 

[Claim 5] The response program according to Claim 4, ■ 
wherein in the test step, a connection test with the first 
apparatus is conducted using a protocol corresponding to the 
address of the first apparatus. 

[Claim 6] An address notification program comprising, 
upon receiving a query about an address of a first apparatus 
from a second apparatus,, sending a query about the address 
of the first apparatus to a third apparatus, and notifying 
the second apparatus of the address of the first apparatus 
obtained from the third apparatus, 

wherein the second apparatus is notified of, as an 
expiration time of the address of the first apparatus, an 
expiration time shorter than the expiration time of the 
address of the first apparatus that is obtained from the 
third apparatus together with the address of the first 
apparatus . 
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[Claim 7] A response apparatus comprising: 
connecting means for connecting a network; and 
generating means for generating a response message in 
response to a query about an address of a first apparatus, 
the query being received from a second apparatus via the 
network connected by the connecting means, 

wherein the generating means conducts a connection test 
with the first apparatus using the address of the first 
apparatus, and generates a response message indicating that 
the address of the first apparatus is not available when the 
connection test has failed. 

[Claim 8] The response apparatus according to Claim 7, 
wherein the generating means conducts a connection test with 
the first apparatus using a protocol corresponding to the 
address of the first apparatus. 

[Claim 9] An address notification apparatus 
comprising: 

connecting means for connecting a network; and 
notifying means for notifying a second apparatus of an 
address of a first apparatus upon reception of a query about 
the address of the first apparatus from the second apparatus 
via the network connected by the connecting means, 

wherein the notifying means sends a query about the 
address of the first apparatus to a third apparatus, and 
notifies the second apparatus of the address of the first 
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apparatus that is obtained from the third apparatus and, as 
an expiration time of the address of the first apparatus, an 
expiration time shorter than the expiration time of the 
address of the first apparatus that is obtained from the 
third apparatus. 

[Amendment 2] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0109 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 
[0109] 

The entry data generated in steps 613, 614, 615, and 
616 is stored in the cache data 306 in step 603 or 608. 
Note that in step 606, the module 308 transmits a 
predetermined message to each of the IPv4 and IPv6 addresses 
recorded in the cache data 306 using the respective 
communication protocols. if a response is received in step 
612, the module 308 performs the processing of step 613 : if 
no response is received within the predetermined period of 
time, the module -308 performs the processing of steps 615 
and 616. 
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Reference No. 252055 Dispatch No. 140587 

Dispatch Date: April 19, 2005 
Notification of Reasons for Refusal 



Patent Application No. 
Drafting Date 
JPO Examiner 
Agent / Applicant 
Applied Provision 



2003-012283 - 

April 13, 2005 

Minoru SHIMIZU 3250 5X00 

Keizo NISHIYAMA (one other) 

Patent Law Sections 29(2) and 37 



This application is refused for the reasons mentioned 
below. If the applicant has any argument against the 
reasons, such argument should be submitted within 60 days 
from the date on which this notification was dispatched. 



Reasons 



(Reason A) 

The subject application does not meet the requirements 
stipulated in Patent Law Section 37 on the following 
grounds : 

Note 



(1) The inventions recited in Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, and 8 
are configured to report that the address is not available 
when the connection test has failed. 

On the other hand, the inventions recited in Claims 3, 
6, and 9 are configured to report an expiration time shorter 
than an expiration time sent from a second DNS server when, 
upon reception of a query about an address, a query about 
the address is sent to the second DNS server to obtain the 
address . 

Therefore, the subject application does not meet the 
requirements stipulated in Patent Law Section 37. 
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Since the subject application violates Patent Law 
Section 37, the inventions recited in Claims 3, 6, and 9 
have not been examined for requirements such as novelty and 
inventive step. 



(Reason B) 

The inventions recited in Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, and 8 
of the subject application are unpatentable under Patent Law 
Section 29(2) since they could have been easily made by 
persons who have common knowledge in the technical field to 
which the inventions pertain, on the basis of the inventions 
described in Publication 1 which was distributed prior to 
the filing of the subject application in Japan or other 
countries . 

Note (The list of cited document etc, is provided below) 

Claims: 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, and 8 
Cited Document: 1 

It is described in [0020] and [0021] of Cited Document 
1 that the host connection apparatus 10 periodically checks 
whether a particular IP address is on-line (which 
corresponds to the "connection test 11 in the subject 
application) and when an off-line result is confirmed, the 
host connection apparatus 10 registers that the IP address 
registered in the DNS is invalid. 

In this situation, it is obvious to a person skilled in 
the art that, in response to a query about an IP address for 
which an off-line result has been confirmed, the query 
source be notified of the invalidity of the IP address. 

Therefore, no special technical difference is 
recognized between the inventions described in Cited 
Document 1 and the inventions recited in the above-mentioned 
claims of the subject application. 
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If any new reason for refusal is found, the reason for 
refusal will be notified. 

List of cited document etc. 
1. Japanese Patent Laid-open No. 2002-261794 



Record of the results of prior art search 

•Technical fields searched: Int. CI (7) 

H04L 12/00-12/26 
12/50-12/66 

This record is not part of the reasons for refusal. 

Any inquiry concerning this notification or request for 
interview concerning this application should be directed to: 

Yoichi KIKUCHI, Digital Communication Division, Fourth 
Patent Examination Department 

TEL: 03-3581-1101 {Ext. 3556) 
FAX: 03-3501-0699. 
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[Name of Document] Argument 
[Date of Submission] June 14, 2005 

[Addressee] Examiner of the Patent Office, 

Minoru SHIMIZU 
[Description of the Case] 

[Application No.] Patent Application No. 2003-12283 



[Applicant for Patent] 
[Id. No.] 
[Address] 

[Name] 

[Representative] 
[Phone No. ] 
[Agent] 
[Id. No.] 
[Address ] 



000001007 

30-2, Shimomaruko 3-chome, Ohta-ku, 
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[Content of Argument] 

The Examiner found that the subject application should 
be rejected for Reasons A and B as follows: 
(Reason A) 

The subject application does not meet the requirements 
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stipulated in Patent Law Section 37 on the following 
grounds : 

Note 

The inventions recited in Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 7 , and 8 
are configured to report that the address is not available 
when the connection test has failed. 

On the other hand, the inventions recited in Claims 3, 
6, and 9 are configured to report an expiration time shorter 
than an expiration time sent from a second DNS server when, 
upon reception of a query about an address, a query about 
the address is sent to the second DNS server to obtain the 
address . 

Therefore, the subject application does not meet the 
requirements stipulated in Patent Law Section 37. 
(Reason B) 

The inventions recited in Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, and 8 
of the subject application are unpatentable under Patent Law 
Section. 29(2) since they could have been easily made by 
persons who have common knowledge in the technical field to 
which the inventions pertain, on the basis of the inventions 
described in Publication 1 which was distributed prior to 
the filing of the subject application in Japan or other 
countries. 

Note 

It is described in [0020] and [0021] of Cited Document 
1 that the host connection apparatus 10 periodically checks 
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whether a particular IP address is on-line (which 
corresponds to the "connection test" in the subject 
application) and when an off-line result is confirmed, the 
host connection apparatus 10 registers that the IP address 
registered in the DNS is invalid. 

In this situation, it is obvious to a person skilled in 
the art that, in response to a query about an IP address for 
which an off-line result has been confirmed, the query 
source be notified of the invalidity of the IP address. 

Therefore, no special technical difference is 
recognized between the inventions described in Cited 
Document 1 and the inventions recited in the above-mentioned 
claims of the subject application. 

The applicant makes an amendment to the claims in view 
of the reasons for refusal. 

That is, the features of the inventions of the subject 
application are as in the claims amended hereby: 

[Claim 1] An address notification method comprising, 
upon receiving a query about an address of a first apparatus 
from a second apparatus, sending a query about the address 
of the first apparatus to a third apparatus, and notifying 
the second apparatus of the address of the first apparatus 
obtained from the third apparatus, 

wherein the second apparatus is notified of, as an 
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expiration time of the address of the first apparatus, an 
expiration time shorter than the expiration time of the 
address of the first apparatus that is obtained from the 
third apparatus together with the address of the first 
apparatus . 

[Claim 2] The address notification method according to 
Claim 1 , further comprising a test step of conducting a 
connection test with the first apparatus using the address 
of the first apparatus^ 

wherein before a result of the connection test in the 
test step has been obtained, the second apparatus is 
notified of, as the expiration time of the address of the 
first apparatus, the expiration time shorter than the 
expiration time of the address of the first apparatus 
obtained from the third apparatus . 

[Claim 3] The address notification method according to 
Claim 2, wherein in the test step, a connection test with 
the first apparatus is conducted using a protocol 
corresponding to the address of the first apparatus. 

[Claim 4] An address notification program comprising, 
upon receiving a query about an address of a first apparatus 
from a second apparatus, sending a query about the address 
of the first apparatus to a third apparatus, and notifying 
the second apparatus of the address of the first apparatus 
obtained from the third apparatus, 
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wherein the second apparatus is notified of, as an 
expiration time of the address of the first apparatus, an 
expiration time shorter than the expiration time of the 
address of the first apparatus that is obtained from the 
third apparatus together with the address of the first 
apparatus . 

[Claim 5] The address notification program according to 
Claim 4, further comprising a test step of conducting a 
connection test with the first apparatus using the address 
of the first apparatus, 

wherein before a result of the connection test in the 
test step has been obtained, the second apparatus is 
notified of, as the expiration time of the address of the 
first apparatus, the expiration time shorter than the 
expiration time of the address of the first apparatus 
obtained from the third apparatus . 

[Claim 6] The address notification program according to 
Claim 5, wherein in the test step, a connection test with 
the first apparatus is conducted using a protocol 
corresponding to the address of the first apparatus. 

[Claim 7] An address notification apparatus comprising: 
connecting means for connecting a network; and 
notifying means for notifying a second apparatus of an 
address of a first apparatus upon reception of a query about 
the address of the first apparatus from the second apparatus 
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via the network connected by the connecting means, 

wherein the notifying means sends a query about the 
address of the first apparatus to a third apparatus, and 
notifies the second apparatus of, as an expiration time of 
the address of the first apparatus, an expiration time 
shorter than the expiration time of the address of the first 
apparatus that is obtained from the third apparatus together 
with the address of the first apparatus . 

[Claim 8] The address notification apparatus according to 
Claim 7, wherein the notifying means conducts a connection 
test with the first apparatus using the address of the first 
apparatus, and 

before a result of the connection test has been 
obtaine d, the notifying means notifies the second apparatus 
of, as the expiration time of the address of the first 
apparatus, the expiration time shorter than the expiration 
time of the address of the first apparatus obtained from the 
third apparatus . 

[Claim 9] The address notification apparatus according to 
Claim 8, wherein the notifying means conducts a connection 
test with the first apparatus using a protocol corresponding 
to the address of the first apparatus." 

With these features, according to the inventions of the 
subject application, it is possible to reduce occurrence of 
a situation in which the second apparatus cannot establish a 
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connection even when it can acquire the address of the first 
apparatus . 

It is described in paragraphs 0072, 0117, and 0119 of 
the specification as originally filed that before a result 
of the connection test has been obtained, the second 
apparatus is notified of, as the expiration time of the 
address of the first apparatus, an expiration time shorter 
than the expiration time of the address of the first 
apparatus obtained from the third apparatus. 

Accordingly, the inventions recited in Claims 1 to 9 of 
the subject application are configured to notify an 
expiration time shorter than an expiration time sent from a 
second DNS server when, upon reception of a query about an 
address, a query about the address is sent to the second DNS 
server to obtain the address. We therefore believe that the 
subject application meets the requirements stipulated in 
Patent Law Section 37. 

Further, Cited Document 1 (Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 
2002-261794) describes that when it is determined that the 
host terminals 25 to 27 are disconnected from a dial-up 
connection and are in an off-line state, the Web server 4 
notifies an off-line status (e.g., "the 'myhost- 
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a. private. com' is currently off-line."), if possible, in 
response to an access to the host terminals 25 to 27 from 
the external terminal 30 or 31 (paragraph 0020) . 

However, Cited Document 1 does not disclose or suggest 
the feature of the inventions of the subject application 
that the second apparatus is notified of, as the expiration 
time of the address of the first apparatus, an expiration 
time shorter than the expiration time of the address of the 
first apparatus that is obtained from the third apparatus 
together with the address of the first apparatus. 

Further, Cited Document 1 does not achieve the 
advantage of the inventions of the subject application that 
it is possible to reduce occurrence of a situation in which 
the second apparatus cannot establish a connection even when 
it can acquire t-he address of the first apparatus. 

We therefore believe that the inventions of the subject 
application could not have easily been made by a person 
skilled in the art on the basis of the inventions described 
in Cited Document 1. 

Accordingly, Reasons A and B will be overcome. Thus, 
we respectfully request you to perform further examination 
and to grant a patent. 
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[Amendment 1] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] Title of the Invention 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 

[Title of the Invention] ADDRESS NOTIFICATION METHOD, 
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PROGRAM, AND APPARATUS 

[Amendment 2] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 

[Name of Item to be Amended] Claims 

[Manner of Amendment] Change 

[Content of Amendment] 
[Claims] 

[Claim 1] An address notification method comprising, 
upon receiving a query about an address of a first apparatus 
from a second apparatus, sending a query about the address 
of the first apparatus to a third apparatus, and notifying 
the second apparatus of the address of the first apparatus 
obtained from the third apparatus, 

wherein the second apparatus is notified of, as an 
expiration time of the address of the first apparatus, an 
expiration time shorter than the expiration time of the 
address of the first apparatus that is obtained from the 
third apparatus together with the address of the first 
apparatus . 

[Claim 2] The address notification method according to 
Claim 1, further comprising a test step of conducting a 
connection test with the first apparatus using the address 
of the first apparatus^ 

wherein before a result of the connection test in the 
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test step has been obtained, the second apparatus is 
notified of, as the expiration time of the address of the 
first apparatus, the expiration time shorter than the 
expiration time of the address of the first apparatus 
obtained from the third apparatus . 

[Claim 3] The address notification method according to 
Claim 2, wherein in the test step, a connection test with 
the first apparatus is conducted using a protocol 
corresponding to the address of the first apparatus. 

[Claim 4] An address notification program comprising, 
upon receiving a query about an address of a first apparatus 
from a second apparatus, sending a query about the address 
of the first apparatus to a third apparatus, and notifying 
the second apparatus of the address of the first apparatus 
obtained from the third apparatus, 

wherein the second apparatus is notified of, as an 
expiration time of the address of the first apparatus, an 
expiration time shorter than the expiration time of the 
address of the first apparatus that is obtained from the 
third apparatus together with the address of the first 
apparatus . 

[Claim 5] The address notification program according 
to Claim 4, further comprising a test step of conducting a 
connection test with the first apparatus using the address 
of the first apparatus, 
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wherein before a result of the connection test in the 
test step has been obtained, the second apparatus is 
notified of, as the expiration time of the address of the 
first apparatus, the expiration time shorter than the 
expiration time of the address of the first apparatus 
obtained from the third apparatus . 

[Claim 6] The address notification program according 
to Claim 5, wherein in the test step, a connection test with 
the first apparatus is conducted using a protocol 
corresponding to the address of the first apparatus. 

[Claim 7] An address notification apparatus 
comprising : 

connecting means for connecting a network; and . 

notifying means for notifying a second apparatus of an 
address of a first apparatus upon reception of a query about 
the address of the first apparatus from the second apparatus 
via the network connected by the connecting means, 

wherein the notifying means sends a query about the 
address of the first apparatus to a third apparatus, and 
notifies the second apparatus of, as an expiration time of 
the address of the first apparatus, an expiration time 
shorter than the expiration time of the address of the first 
apparatus that is obtained from the third apparatus together 
with the address of the first apparatus . 

[Claim 8] The address notification apparatus according 
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to Claim 7 , wherein the notifying means conducts a 
connection test with the first apparatus using the address 
of the first apparatus, and 

before a result of the connection test has been 
obtained, the notifying means notifies the second apparatus 
of, as the expiration time of the address of the first 
apparatus, the expiration time shorter than the expiration 
time of the address of the first apparatus obtained from the 
third apparatus . 

[Claim 9] The address notification apparatus according 
to Claim 13, wherein the notifying means conducts a 
connection, test with the first apparatus using a protocol 
corresponding to the address of the first apparatus. 

[Amendment 3] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0001 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 
[0001] 

[Technical Field of the Invention] 
The present invention relates to an address 
notification method, program, and apparatus. 

[Amendment 4] 
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[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0024 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 
[0024] 

[Means for Solving the Problems] 
The present invention provides an address notification 
method, program, and apparatus configured to, upon receiving 
a query about an address of a first apparatus from a second 
apparatus, send a query about the address of the first 
apparatus to a third apparatus, and to notify the second 
apparatus of the address of the first apparatus obtained 
from the third apparatus, wherein the second apparatus is 
notified of, as an expiration time of the address of the 
first apparatus, an expiration time shorter than the 
expiration time of the address of the first apparatus that 
is obtained from the third apparatus together with the 
address of the first apparatus. 

[Amendment 5] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0025 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 6] 
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[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0129 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 7] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0130 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 8] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0131 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 9] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0137 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 
[0137] 
[Advantages] 

According to the present invention, upon receipt of a 
query about an address of a first apparatus from a second 
apparatus, a query about the address of the first apparatus 
is sent to a third apparatus, and the second apparatus is 
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notified of the address of the first apparatus obtained from 
the third apparatus, wherein the second apparatus is 
notified of, as an expiration time of the address of the 
first apparatus, an expiration time shorter than the 
expiration time of the address of the first apparatus that 
is obtained from the third apparatus together with the 
address of the first apparatus. It is therefore possible to 
reduce occurrence of a situation in which the second 
apparatus cannot establish a connection even when it can 
acquire the address of the first apparatus. 

[Amendment 10] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0138 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 
[0138] 

Further, in a case where a connection test with the 
first apparatus is conducted using the address of the first 
apparatus, before a result of the connection test in the 
test step has been obtained, the second apparatus is 
notified of, as an expiration time of the address of the 
first apparatus, an expiration time shorter than the 
expiration time of the address of the first apparatus 
obtained from the third apparatus. It is therefore possible 
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to avoid a situation in which the second apparatus cannot 
establish a connection even when it can acquire the address 
of the first apparatus before it can be confirmed whether a 
connection with the first apparatus can be conducted using 
the address of the first apparatus. 

[Amendment 11] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0139 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 
[0139] 

Further, in the test step, a connection test with the 
first apparatus is conducted using a protocol corresponding 
to the address of the first apparatus. It is therefore 
possible to avoid a situation, for each protocol, in which a 
connection with the first apparatus cannot be established. 
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2. Texts in the figures are not translated and shown as it is. 

Translated: 21:18:21 JST 06/13/2007 
Dictionary: Last updated 05/1 8/2007 / Priority: 

Decision to Grant a Patent 



Application number: Application for patent 2003-012283 
Date of Drafting: Heisei 17(2005) June 24 
Patent examiner: SHIMIZU, Minoru 3250 5X00 

Title of invention: The notice method of an address, a program, and equipment 

The number of claims: 9 

Applicant: CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA 

Representative: Nishiyama Keizo (and 1 others) 

This application is to be granted a patent as there is no reason for refusal. 
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Director General(p.p.) Director(p.p.) Examiner Assistant examiner Manager for Determination 
of Classification MIYAJIMA, Ikumi SHIMIZU, Minoru KIKUCHI, Yoichi YAZU, Naoyuki 8523 
8525 3250 8838 

1. Distinction of Patent: Usually 

2. Reference documents: ** 

3. Application of Patent Law, Section 30: Nothing 

4. Change of Title of Invention: Nothing 

5. International Patent Classification (IPC) 
H04L 12/56 B 

6. Deposition of Microorganism 

7. Display of Purport that Retroactivity of Filing Date is not Accepted 
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Decision to Grant a Patent(Memorandum) 



Application number: Application for patent 2003-012283 

1. Technical Fields to Be Searched (IPC, 7th Edition, DB Name) 
H04L 12/56 

2. Reference patent documents 

JP.2002-261794.A (JP, A) JP,10-75244,A (JP, A) JP,1 1-017726.A (JP, A) J P,1 1-2 15292, A 
(JP, A) JP.2004-015795.A (JP, A) JP.2002-217944.A (JP, A) 

3. Reference books and magazines 



[Translation done.] 
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